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America’s VetDogs -
the veteran’s K-9 Corps

Therapy dogs
deployed

to Iraq on
historic mission

Sgts. 1st Class Boe and Budge are
two black Labrador retrievers on an
extraordinary mission.

For the first time in the history of
the U.S. Army, skilled therapy dogs,
provided by America’s VetDogs, have
deployed to Iraq to help Soldiers in
the field deal with combat and home-
front stress.

For Maj. Stacie Caswell, command-
er of the 85th Medical Detachment
and a driving force for the therapy
dogs, Boe and Budge are another way
members of the combat stress control
teams can help their fellow Soldiers
break down the stigma associated
with asking for help.

In December, two staff sergeants
from the 85th Medical Det. were tem-
porarily assigned to New York from
Iraq to train with the dogs; Boe and
Budge were officially presented to the
Army at a special ceremony.

The dogs returned with their new
handlers to Iraq and started work
immediately. As members of the CSC
units, Boe and Budge accompany
their handlers as they work with
Soldiers, whether in a one-on-one or
group setting, to cope with homefront
issues, sleep problems or day-to-day
operational stress. The canines help
provide emotional comfort through
physical interactions such as playing
fetch or simple petting.

“The dogs have a natural, uncanny
way of reducing stress. It’s kind of
magical,” said Budge’s first handler,
whose unit returned from Iraq in April
2008.

Boe and Budge are now with the
528th Medical Det. Before they were
deployed to replace the 85th, mem-
bers of the 528th spent four days at
America’s VetDogs headquarters to
learn dog-handling techniques.

America’s VetDogs is proud to be
called to serve the valiant men and
women who serve our country and
honored to make the gift of these
special canines to the Army.

As a subsidiary of the Guide Dog
Foundation for the Blind, America’s
VetDogs offers guide and service dogs
to veterans of all eras. A major com-
ponent of the program is to provide
service dogs to members of the mili-
tary recently wounded in combat.

America’s VetDogs participates
in the Combined Federal Campaign as
a member of the Human Service
Charities of America federation.

A NEw BEST
FRIEND

Photo by Christopher Appoldt

866-VETDOGS
www.VetDogs.org

371 E. Main Street
Smithtown, NY 11787

A CFC participant.
Provided as a public service.

Boe and Budge train with their handlers
before they deploy to Iraq. The two black
Labrador retrievers help the deployed
Soldiers by providing emotional comfort
through physical interactions such as playing
fetch or simple petting. “The dogs have a nat-
ural, uncanny way of reducing stress,” said

Budge’s first handler.
AMERICA'S VETDOGS-THE VETERAN'S K-9 CORPS

Discover what a million women
worldwide already know.

Over a million women around the world

already trust MemoryGel™ silicone breast implants.

Now this choice is available in the United States. MemoryGel
feels more like natural breast tissue and brings another option
to breast augmentation. To find out more about

MemoryGel, please contact our office for a consultation

and a copy of the patient education brochure.

ﬁ

MemoryGel”

BREAST IMPLANTS

Scot A. Martin, M.D.

Plastic Surgery
141 Roadrunner Pkwy, Ste 129 - Las Cruces, NM 88011

575-521-7111

Please read the appropriate patient brochure entitled Important Information for Augmentation Patients about Mentor MemoryGel™ Silicone
Gel-Filled Breast Implants or Important Information for Reconstruction Patients about Mentor MemoryGel™ Silicone Gel-Filled Breast Implants.
These educational brochures provide you with information about the risks and benefits of silicone breast implants. It is very important that

you take the time to read and fully understand the brochure; ask any questions you may have; and then wait at least one to two weeks prior to
scheduling surgery with MemoryGel™ silicone gel breast implants. After reading and signing the Acknowledgement of Informed Decision Form in
your brochure, and after the consultation, your surgeon will help you decide which implant is the right choice for you.
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the power to transform®
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Amigo Airsho parking, gate closures outlined

Gate changes occurring during this
year’s Amigo Airsho include Robert E.
Lee Gate closing to through traffic and
opening to Amigo Airsho patrons from
8 am. to 9 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.
Jeb Stuart South Gate will open to out-
bound traffic from 8 am. to 9 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday.

There are four parking areas on Fort
Bliss with dedicated bus transportation
to this year’s Amigo Airsho.

Public parking: Anyone going to
the Airsho (military or civilian) can park
at the designated parking lot immediate-

ly south of the Robert E. Lee Gate.
Buses provided by the Amigo Airsho
will transport patrons to the event’s
entrance.

Decal parking: Military personnel
with a DoD decal may park at the des-
ignated parking area immediately north
of the Stafford Dining Facility (corner
of Carrington and Stennis roads). The
post shuttle bus will transport military
ID cardholders from this parking lot to
the event.

Corporate Chalet  parking:
Personnel with a corporate parking pass

will enter Chaffee Gate and park paral-
lel to Earl H. Bruns, between Chaffee
and Carrington streets. Buses provided
by the Amigo Airsho will transport
patrons to the event.

Handicapped parking: Personnel
with handicapped decals will also enter
Chaffee Gate and park parallel to
Shannon Van Valzah Street, between
Chaffee and Carrington streets. Buses
provided by the Amigo Airsho will
transport patrons to the entrance of the
event.

There are parking areas on East Fort

Bliss for DoD-registered vehicles locat-
ed at the Centennial Club. The post
shuttle bus will transport military ID
cardholders from this parking lot to the
Airsho entrance.

The post shuttle bus will also trans-
port Soldiers living in 1-1 and 4-1 AD
barracks to the Airsho entrance.

Only military ID card holders will
ride buses provided by the Directorate
of Logistics.
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* HUGE SELECTION OF MASKS <« WIGS

* MAKE-UP « ACCESSORIES * PARTY

SUPPLIES * PROPS * FOG MACHINES -
TOMBSTONES & MUCH MORE!

*ANY PURCHASE
OVER $30.00

EASTSIDE WESTSIDE
8280 Gateway E. 5044 Doniphan
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INTRODUCING:

Smart Biz Checking Accounts
FirstLight Federal Credit Union takes your business seriously, so we
offer three different accounts designed with your business in mind.

Express Business Checking
* Designed for New Businesses
* Open an account with only $100

Advantage Business Checking
* For growing businesses
* Access to special offers on Merchant Services

Premiere Business Checking
* For established businesses
* Access to special offers on Merchant Services
* Interest-bearing account
See a Business Member Service Representative
today & find out which one is right for you!

El Paso Branches

1741 Marshall Rd.

5050 N. Desert Blvd. (Mesa & I-10 « Next to Fuddruckers)
9993 Kenworthy ¢ 1555 N. Lee Trevino
WBAMC, Ist Floor (5005 N. Piedras)

562-1172
M‘v\
FIRsTLIGHT

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
@ T We take your success personally

www.firstlightfcu.org
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100% Energy Star
CERTIFIED Homes

(with refrigerated air)

Starting under $100,000

Only 4 miles north of 375 on Dyer

I live in a product I sell!
BOBBING W. GREEN

U.S. Army Retired
Builder’s Representative

915-491-5688

or bgreen@elp.rr.com

EPA National
Homebuilder

of the Year for 2006,
2007 and 2008
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2008 CHEVY 2800 HD
CREW CAB 4524}

437,995

STK# UTP7355, 4WD,
DIESEL, ONLY 12K
MILES

20058 FORD F=-15®
LARIAT EXT CAE

915,995 =uE=

STK# UT7344A

2008 DOD®E 1800
ST REG. CAR
15,995

STK# UT7282A,
2WD, AUTO, A/E

2006 SUZUKI
GRAND VITARA X~z

$12,995

STK# UCP7324,
V6, AUTO

2005 FORD EXCURSION X7
28,995 ==

STK# UTB1005A,
38K MILES

02 FORD TAURUS SE

UCB916A, 4-DR., AUTO, A/C ..............cooouoe..
04 FORD F150 XLT REG CAB

uts2a19a, CERTIFIED ..

04 FORD FREESTAR SES

uts2421, CERTIFIED . .

00 NISSAN PATHFINDER LE

UT8642AA, 4-DR., AUTO, A/C ........oveeeeen..
03 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS LS
ucs14sA, LEATHER, CERTIFIED .....................
04 FORD EXPEDITION XLT

uTs1934A, 2wp, CERTIFIED . ... ... ... .. ... ...
06 FORD FOCUS SE

uc8987A, 5SPD, 4DR, Ac, CERTIFIED ... .. ...
07 FORD FOCUS SE

ucs2786, 4DR, 5 sPD, GERTIFIED

06 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

UC8594B, 4-DR., AUTO, TOURING

06 FORD FREESTAR SE

uT81530A, wAGON, CERTIFIED . .....................
06 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY
UT8839B, MINI VAN .......
04 FORD F-150 XLT SUPER CAB
uts2se7A, 2w, CERTIFIED ................. .. ...
06 FORD FOCUS ZX5

UC90094A, 5-DR., AUTO, GERTIFIED

07 FORD FOCUS ZX4 SE

CRC7370, 4DR, AUTO, A/C, CERTIFIED

08 FORD FOCUS S

CRC7369, 4DR, AUTO, A/C, CERTIFIED ... ... ... ..
05 CHEVY TAHOE LS

UT81829A, 2WD, AUTO .. . ...
03 FORD F-150 XLT FX4 4WD
UT82383A, SUOER cAB, CERTIFIED ... ... ... ...
07 FORD F-150 XL SUPER CAB

uT8s11A, 4x2, CERTIFIED

06 FORD F-150 XLT SUPER CAB
utga4ses, 2w, CERTIFIED

06 NISSAN TITAN SUPER CAB

UT82450A, AUTO, A/C ...t
07 KIA SORRENTO GLS

UT82392A, 4-DR., AUTO, A/C, 9000 MILES ............
05 MERCURY GRAND MARQUIS LS
uc7s29B, 4-0R., CERTIFIED ... ... .. ... .. ...
08 FORD FOCUS S

UC90089A, 4-DR., AUTO, 6500 MiLEs, CERTIFIED ... ..
07 BUICK LACROSSE CXL

UC82361A, 4DR, V6, AUTO

..$12,995

. 813,995 |rg1541a, 4xo. CERTIFIED

$10,995
$10,995
$10,995
$11,995
$11,995
$11,995

$12,995
$12,995 SIS SIEAKS i v
§12,905 SAEORE iz ren corw
§13,905 (S LISt M

06 FORD F-150 XLT SUPER CREW

$13,995 vroson awo o
$13,995 Droron o
$13,995 Ucuaroc vo woro CBTRED o+
$14,995 Jomoronron o

$14,995 Goran oo GHIFRD
$14,995 osn son o
$14,995 Uregorin o, LRTFED
$14,995 Jasets owo. 570, e, 0 mics

*FORD CREDIT CUSTOMERS, ON
SELECT CPO VEHICLES, OAC
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06 FORD F-150 XLT SUPER CAB
uTs1860A, 2wD, CERTIFIED
06 FORD F-150 XLT SUPER CREW
utg1666A, 2wD, CERTIFIED

06 FORD F150 XLT SUPER CREW
utg1272A, 2w, CERTIFIED

06 FORD F-150 XLT SUPER CREW

04 NISSAN MAXIMA SE

07 FORD FUSION SEL

08 MAZDA 3 HATCHBACK

07 CHEVY SILVERADO LT
UT82672A, CREW CAB, 2WD

05 CADILLAC CTS

UC8803A, 4-DR., 3.6L

08 FORD FUSION SE

07 FORD FUSION SEL

07 FORD F-150 XLT SUPERCREW
06 FORD MUSTANG CONVERTIBLE
$1 4 ’ 995 ucs14638, 2-08., AUTO, ve, CERTIFIED

08 FORD F-150 STX SUPER CAB
$1 5 , 995 UT8912A, 2WD, 2500 MILES, GERTIFIED

06 FORD F-150 XLT SUPER CREWV
$1 5 5 995 ursrasa, 2wo, CERTIFIED ......................

08 FORD F-150 SUPER CREW

$1 5 ’ 995 ursassea, southwesT eoition, CERTIFIED

FORD F-150 XLT SUPER CAB

8
. $1 5 ’ 995 urs2320n, 2wo, 500 miLes, CERTIFIED ...

06 FORD EXPEDITION

$1 5,995 UT82473A, EDDIE BAUER, 2 D, GERTIFIED
08 FORD FUSION SEL

$1 5 , 995 ucs1427A, 4-DR., v6, AuTO, CERTIFIED
08 FORD EXPLORER XLT

$1 5 ’ 995 ursce7a, 2wo, CERTIFIED ......................

07 TOYOTA CAMRY LE

$1 5,995 UC81750A, 4-DR., AUTO, A/C ...................

07 GMC YUKON SLE

. $1 5 ) 995 ursasrza own, a0R
[1}

8 BMW 328i

$1 5 ] g 9 5 UC81502A, SPORT PKG., STEPTRONIC TRANS ......

08 HUMMER H2
$1 5 3 995 UT81502B, LUXURY, NAVIGATION, SUNROOF, 4WD

uT81037A, 2wD, AuTO, CERTIFIED ... ... ... ...

UC7260B, AUTO, V6, A/C ... ..o

ucs2166A, ve, AuTo, CERTIFIED ... ... ... ...

UCP7381, 5-DR., 5 SPEED, ONLY 8K MILES .........

UC81813A, 4-DR., v6, AuTO CERTIFIED ....... ...
UC8178A, 4-DR., v6, AuTo, CERTIFIED ... .. . .

UTBB06A, 2WD, ONLY 11,500 MiLES,CERTIFIED . . .

$15,995
$16,995
$16,995
$16,995
$16,995
$16,995
$16,995
$16,995
$16,995
$16,995
$16,995
$17,995
$17,995
$17,995
$17,995
$18,995
$18,995
$18,995
$18,995
$19,995
$19,995
$23,995
$38,995
$46,995

2004 LEXUS @R470

528,995

STK# UCP7354,
AWD. LEATHER,
AUTO, A/C

919,995

STK#_UTP7333
2WD, 22K MILES

2006 EWG SIERRA SLE
GREW

CREW CAB

$27,995

STK# UT82099A,
2WD

2007 CHEVY AVALANCHE Lrz

2007 CUEVY SUBURBA 7
$29,995

STK# UTP7322,
4WD, AUTO, A/E

2007 FORD F=-150
XAT SURPER E

916,995

STK# UTBT17A,
2WD

2006 CHIEVY AVALANERHE 1S
$23,995

20" WHEELS

STK# UTP7328,
2WD, AUTO, ONLY
29,000 MILES

2006 GC TUKON ST 2 Wh
525,995

STK# UTP7327.
LEATHER, ONLY
37,500 MILES

2005 GHIC VUKW SIT
917,995

STK# UTP7356, 2WD,
AUTO, LEATHER
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YALONDA WRIGHT
Spc. Woong Jang, medic, HHB, 1st Bn., 43rd ADA, 11th ADA Bde.; Spc. Leonardo
Martinez, infantryman, 4th Bn., 6th Inf., 4th BCT, 1st AD; Spc. Peter Etabo, supply
specialist, 121st BSB; Pvt. Andy Fernandez, mechanic, 3rd Bn., 43rd ADA; Spc.
James Janneh, logistical specialist, HHD, 93rd MP Bn.; and Spc. Chak Huon,
mechanic, 121st BSB, all Soldiers naturalized as U.S. citizens in a federal ceremo-

ny Sept. 24, pose for a group photo following the event.

Servicemembers become U.S.
citizens at downtown ceremony

YALONDA WRIGHT

Monitor Staff

Twenty servicemembers, along with
1,210 other applicants, were naturalized
as U.S. citizens during a federal ceremo-
ny Sept. 24.

The El Paso field office of the U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services
held the massive ceremony, at the El Paso
Convention and Performing Arts Center,
with applicants from 57 different coun-
tries.

District Judge Philip R. Martinez
opened court and administered the oath
of allegiance after the presentation of the
new citizens. El Paso Field Office
Director Raymond P. Adams led the
group in the pledge of allegiance, which
was followed by the national anthem and
the 62nd Army Band playing “God Bless
America.” The new citizens then watched
a congratulatory video message from
President George W. Bush. Bush assured
them that with a single oath, they had
become as fully American as the most
direct citizens of the country’s native
fathers.

Guest speaker for the occasion was
USCIS Chief of Staff Thomas Paar. Paar
began by congratulating the new citizens
of “this great nation.”

“Beginning today, you are able to fully
pursue your American dreams,” said
Paar. “Citizenship is an invaluable dis-
tinction that involves much more than
stamped paperwork and a printed docu-
ment. Citizenship is an identity that must
be cultivated and nurtured by the individ-
ual.”

Paar then encouraged the newly natu-

ralized citizens to commit to their new
country by giving back to the communi-
ty.

In a separate acknowledgement, Paar
addressed the military’s newest U.S. citi-
zens. He assured them that they had taken
the concept of service to a much higher
level.

“Having no obligation at all to serve,”
said Paar, “literally above and beyond the
call [of duty], you have chosen to do so.
You stepped forward and offered yourself
to this nation, and greater love has no
man or woman.”

In conjunction with the ceremony, two
civilian workers at Fort Bliss received
awards from the USCIS for their contri-
butions to the Department of Homeland
Security in support of the Soldiers and the
war on terrorism.

Cher Poehlein, Army Community
Service relocation program manager,
received a certificate of appreciation for
her support of citizenship and immigra-
tion issues for more than 500 family
members since the war on terror began.

Brandie Watson, a human resource
assistant for the Directorate of Human
Resources, was awarded a certificate of
appreciation for supporting active-duty,
Reserve and National Guard Soldiers
while processing more than 1,500 natu-
ralization applications for servicemem-
bers here since 2005.

“I was surprised to hear about the
award,” said Watson. “It was nice and I
am grateful, but the biggest award is
being able to change someone’s life for
the better.”
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10% OFF

WITH MILITARY I1.D.
Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10-6

WEST
5857 N. Mesa *
833-9960 MONTANA

airlineintl.com

SUNLAND PARK

Park Mall
Cielo Vista

%

% EAST oy
E a
-0

8701 Montana Ave.
778-1234

IHAWKINS

MILITARY PERSONNEL

Laptops & Electronics Financing
MILITARY — YOU ARE APPROVED! O.A.C.
“The Patriot Special”
Buy a Laptop Get a
PS3 Gaming System+2 Games

_ FREE!!

$0 Money Down

99% Approval for Military Personnel
NO PAYMENT FOR 60 DAYS
Low Monthly Payments

Get Approved Over The Phone Within Minutes |
Simple And Easy. i

1-866-222-1617

Better Deals, Better Prices!!!

www.alliedmilitaryservices.com
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ACU UNIFORM
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9813 Dyer Street Suite 300
El Paso, TX 79924
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4001 Dyer Street Suite 1
El Paso, TX 79930
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ACU Coat or
Trousers

$37.50

Gorcoran Desert
Tanker Boot

New ASU’s
Now Approved & Available

Enlisted Coat:
« Stain-resistant treated material
* Button strip w/ removable
front buttons
* Set of No-Shine Buttons
* Satin lining
Hundreds of *Two pockets inside jacket
ACU Bags & * Complimentary Garment Bag
Packs * Soutache Braid
¢ Epaulettes
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¢ French fly in pants for better fit
*The finest pants braid available
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Sierra Sole

ide selection of
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& goggles. Men’s & Women’s

Officer & Enlisted Available

Hydration Gear,
starting at

*Packages Available
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ACU Bags &
Packs
¢ No-Shine Insignia
* Ribbons

* Medals

¢ Unit Crests

* Berets

Combat Identification Badges
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Village of Hope training
center graduates final class

PFC. CHRISTOPHER MCKENNA

PFC. CHRISTOPHER MCKENNA
A student sits with his certificate after graduating from the fourth and
final class at the Village of Hope training center at Patrol Base Stone,

Iraq, Sept. 25.

BETHEL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

Top Ten Reasons to Attend BCS

9.
10.

Secure Christian School Environment.

Dual Credit Courses and a high percentage of seniors receive college
funding before graduation.

Emphasis on Character Building, scholastics and fine arts.

Sports program includes: Football, Basketball,
Volleyball, Track and Weightlifting.

Diverse Student Body repeatedly on “Mayor’s Top
100 Teens in El Paso.”

Before and After School Care Program.

Strong Phonics and Reading Intervention Programs.

Accredited through the International Christian
Accreditation Association.

Provides multiple Transportation Alternatives.
Over 30 years of serving El Paso.

Call for a Personal Tour

915-252-7807
6301 Alabama, El Paso, TX

10% Discount
for ALL NEW Military Family
Registrations

3 Minutes from
William Beaumont Hospital

915-565-2222

www.bethelfamilyministries.com

Special to American Forces Press Service

PATROL BASE STONE, Iraq — A
program designed to help “Sons of Iraq”
citizen security group members learn
skills that will enable them to help Iraq
move forward graduated its final class of
60 students here Sept. 25.

“The Village of Hope was part of a
civil service corps program that took
Sons of Iraq members from checkpoints
and taught them useable trades that they
can make a living with,” said Air Force
Capt. Michael Askegren, 557th
Expeditionary RED HORSE Squadron’s
officer in charge for the program. RED
HORSE stands for Rapid Engineer
Deployable Heavy Operational Repair
Squadron Engineers.

As Iraq’s security forces continue to
grow and mature, some Sons of Iraq
members will be able to serve with the
army or police. But for the majority who
won’t, “the Village of Hope gives them
an option to make a good living in legiti-
mate ways,” Askegren said.

The first of four Village of Hope class-
es graduated in May. Askegren said he
noted progress with each class.

“When it started off, we had to build
trust within the community and get them
to believe that we are here to help and
teach them something they can use,” he
said. “Each class has steadily gotten bet-
ter, and it all culminated with the gradua-
tion of the final class.”

The day also saw the official reopen-
ing of the Almainn School for Boys,

which was remodeled through construc-
tion efforts of both contractors and
Village of Hope graduates.

“Iraqi service workers did all of the
work on the school,” said Air Force Tech.
Sgt. Michael McKeen, the RED HORSE
squadron’s structure lead noncommis-
sioned officer. “After their training, we
put them straight to work. In the begin-
ning, we had to do a lot of hands-on train-
ing with them, but after we got their first
group of supervisors through their course,
they kind of filled in our role.”

The sharpest individuals from each
class were placed into a supervisors’
course, where they learned supervisory
skills and responsibilities.

“Having actual supervisors out on the
construction sites allowed [the coalition]
to take a step back and let Iragis train
Iraqis,” McKeen said.

Since the inception of the Village of
Hope, four classes that yielded a total of
210 graduates trained in construction,
plumbing and electrical wiring. The
supervisors learned to coordinate necessi-
ties and maintain equipment for the vari-
ous trades.

Although no additional classes will be
offered at the Village of Hope, Askergren
said good things lie ahead for Hawr
Rajab.

“Though the training is complete,
there are still renovations left to be done
in the community,” he said. “We’ve offi-
cially planted the seed to a new future.
Now, it’s time for us to step back and
watch it grow.”

You haveBetter

things to do.

n Lawyers Title of El Paso

El Paso’s Leading Title Company since 1974.
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Father, daughter train for Iraq deployment

SPC. ELIZABETH GORENC

American Forces Press Service

BUTLERVILLE, Ind. — Overseas deployments
usually call upon Soldiers to temporarily leave loved
ones behind. But here, two members of the
Hempstead family are preparing to mobilize togeth-
er.

First Sgt. Bob Hempstead and his daughter, Pfc.
Crystal Hempstead — members of the Indiana
National Guard’s 1313th Engineer Company, based
on Camp Atterbury in Edinburgh, Ind. — are sched-
uled to deploy to Iraq in early 2009. They are con-
ducting pre-mobilization training with their unit at
Muscatatuck Urban Training Center here in south
central Indiana.

Wanting to gain overseas experience, Crystal said
she transferred into the unit and volunteered for the
upcoming deployment. The fact that her father
would be her first sergeant had no bearing on her
decision to join the unit, she said.

“I knew there was a war going on when [ made the
choice to enlist,” she said. “I also wanted to deploy
right after basic combat training and advanced indi-
vidual training to gain experience to be a better
Soldier. So joining this unit and deploying with them
seemed like the perfect option.”

Training and working together in the same envi-
ronment at MUTC 1is nothing new to the
Hempsteads. Bob is the senior operations noncom-

missioned officer at the training center, while Crystal
also works at the center as the administrative assis-
tant for Col. Chris Kelsey.

Their experiences working together in a military
environment prevented them from walking blindly
into training together, Bob said.

“We had a talk before we came here about keep-
ing our family life and military life separate,” he
said. “As first sergeant, I have 180 Soldiers and it’s
important to treat everyone equally and be profes-
sional.”

Even though the Hempsteads train together, they
rarely see each other due to their busy schedules.

“Training has been great so far and troop morale
is really high,” Crystal said. “Not only is it fun, but
it’s great to know that you can complete something
like clearing houses and know that your buddy has
your back.”

The engineer company is the first unit group to
conduct pre-mobilization training at center, Bob
said.

“It was pretty easy to set up training at MUTC for
our unit since I work with operations here,” he said.
“We hope to set the way for other units to eventual-
ly complete pre-mobilization training through here.”

Training consisted of land navigation, bomb
detection, military operations on urban terrain, and
driver’s training and combatives.

The second portion of the company’s training is

Get everything from an HDTV to Wii."
All with the Worry-Free Guarantee™!

SPC. ELIZABETH GORENC
First Sgt. Bob Hempstead, 1313th Engineer
Company, and his daughter Pfc. Crystal
Hempstead, a light-wheel vehicle mechanic for
the 1313th, will deploy together early next year.
Their unit is currently at Muscatatuck Urban
Training Center on Camp Atterbury, Ind., conduct-
ing pre-mobilization training.

scheduled to take place at Camp Atterbury. There,
they will conduct weapons qualifications and range
skills training.

Both Hempsteads said that the overall unit cohe-
sion, high morale and skills honed at MUTC transfers
through the rest of their training and deployment.

(Spc. Elizabeth Gorenc is assigned to Camp
Atterbury Public Affairs.)
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Face of Defense: Deployed mechanic comforted by mixed cultures

2ND LT. ANTHONY ASCIUTTO

Special to American Forces Press Service

FORWARD OPERATING BASE KALSU, Iraq -
For new servicemembers, a military job — not to men-
tion an overseas deployment — can be a big adjustment.
But for Pvt. Salim Jamal Srouji, both are familiar ter-
ritory.

Srouji, 22, grew up in a diverse household in Norco,
Calif. He traveled the world with his family and, in his
spare time, enjoyed rebuilding go-carts and scooters.

With wanderlust and an independent streak, he
enlisted in the Army in January. In just nine months he
found himself here, just south of Baghdad, working as
a mechanic.

“I wanted to pay for college on my own, without
anyone’s help,” Srouji said of his decision to enlist. “I
wanted to do something good not only for myself, but
for my country.”

Srouji joined the Automotive Maintenance Platoon
of B Company, 703rd Brigade Support Battalion, 4th
Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, for the
remainder of the unit’s deployment in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom. His section maintains and
repairs more than 300 vehicles here.

Before his time with the Army, Srouji also worked
in private security for NASCAR events, the Emmy
Awards and neighborhoods in his native Southern
California.

His father, an immigrant from Lebanon, brought
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2ND LT. ANTHONY ASCIUTTO
Pvt. Salim Jamal Srouji, a mechanic for the
Automotive Maintenance Platoon of B Company,
703rd Brigade Support Battalion, 4th Brigade
Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, works on the
rear axle of a vehicle in the motor pool on Forward
Operating Base Kalsu, Iraq, Sept. 11.

Islamic and Middle Eastern ties to his household. His
mother was born and raised as a Christian in Southern
California.
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“My parents each wanted me to be their own reli-
gion — one Muslim and one Christian,” Srouji said.
“They told me to learn about both of them and then
make up my own mind.”

Srouji attended Muslim school for a short time and
learned some spoken and written Arabic as well as the
basic foundations of Islam as a preschooler. He
switched to public school in kindergarten and attended
Corona/Norco Adult School to receive his General
Educational Diploma in 2007.

Srouji’s education also took place outside the class-
room. The cultural diversity at home took him around
the world, visiting the Middle East and Europe. He
traveled to France, Syria and Lebanon, seeing family
and friends along the way. The focus of his travels,
however, was to see historical and religious sites,
including mosques, churches, monuments, palaces and
ruins. With his father, mother and brother, Nader,
Srouji learned of foreign lands by witnessing them.

Now as a U.S. Soldier in the Middle East, Srouji
plans to work hard, assimilate into his mechanics team
and contribute until the mission is complete.

“My friends call me the ‘motorhead,”” he said, due
to his love of working on vehicles.

(Second Lt. Anthony Asciutto is assigned to the pub-
lic affairs office of the 703rd Brigade Support
Battalion, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry
Division.)
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PETTY OFFICER 2ND CLASS JOAN E. KRETSCHMER

Securing a turret

A Soldier secures his turret during a mounted patrol through
Baghdad.
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CHUCK CANNON

Splash-n-dash

Chief Warrant Officer Lawrence Castag-
neto, on his final flight in a Huey helicopter
over Fort Polk, La., Sept. 10, takes the
chopper through a traditional farewell
spray from a fire truck’s water cannon
before landing.
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War bride, military mom, Soldier serves in Iraq

SGT. DAVID TURNER
4th BCT, 3rd Inf. Div. Public Affairs

FORWARD OPERATING BASE
KALSU, Iraq — Two years after the
Army raised the maximum age for
enlistees, it 1S not uncommon to find
Soldiers over the age of 40 in the junior
enlisted ranks.

Some served in their younger years;
others just always wanted to serve. Still
others followed in their children’s foot-
steps to the recruiting office.

Spc. Gina Keller, a war bride and a
military mother in addition to being a
Soldier, said her service is the realiza-
tion of a dream she had for more than 20
years.

“I always wanted to join the service,”
she said. I tried at 18, but because of
family values and respect for my family,
I chose not to.”

Keller said her parents didn’t think
joining the military was the right move
for her at that time. In the meantime, she
started a family of her own and put her
dream of military service on hold. Her
children — three sons and a daughter —
came first, she said. But she always
hoped the chance to serve would come
again.

“I still knew that if someday it came
around, that I could do it,” she said.

At age 40, Keller learned the age
limit for enlistment had been raised to
39. She sought a waiver to join the
National Guard, but was turned down.

“My heart was broken,” she said. “I
thought I would never get to do this.”

Months passed. Then she heard the
Army had raised the age limit again, to

SGT. DAVID TURNER

Spc. Gina Keller shares a meal with her husband, Sgt. Kevin Keller, at the
Forward Operating Base Kalsu dining facility in Iraq.

42. An Army recruiter called her the
next day and asked her if she still want-
ed to join.

“I was always hoping and praying
somehow I'd make this goal, this
dream, happen,” she said.

Her eldest son Isaac had just joined
the National Guard, and mother and son
shipped off to basic training within days
of each other. He went to Fort Leonard
Wood, Mo.; Keller left for Fort Jackson,
S.C.

Despite the rigors of basic training,
Keller proved herself in a group of
younger recruits. Drill sergeants didn’t
treat her any differently, she said, and

the female drill sergeants were the hard-
est on her.

“I was called ‘grandma’ and ‘old
lady’ most of the time I was there,” she
recalled, noting that her fellow Soldiers
helped her manage the stress of the
training.

After basic training, Keller complet-
ed her advanced individual training,
qualifying as a wheeled-vehicle
mechanic. Then, in a strange twist, she
received orders to report to her new
unit, 92nd Engineer Brigade — her son
Andrew’s unit.

“He said, ‘You can’t be coming
here.’ I said, ‘Yes, I am,’” she recalled

with a laugh. Keller said Andrew plead-
ed with his company’s first sergeant,
“You can’t let that happen; I can’t have
my mom here.”

Worries of standing next to mom in
formation subsided right away. Andrew
deployed to Iraq, expecting to return
home in October 2007. He had not seen
his mother in 18 months, and the day of
his scheduled return turned out to be the
day of his mother’s departure; she
received orders to deploy to Iraq, too.

Things were happening fast for the
42-year-old single parent. She relocated
with her youngest child, now 13, to Fort
Stewart, Ga., and began preparing for a
15-month tour of duty in Iraq, assigned
to the 3rd Infantry Division’s 703rd
Brigade Support Battalion, 4th Brigade
Combat Team. Her commander allowed
her an extra 10 days before deploying to
spend time with Andrew. Mother and
son bonded in a new way; he helped her
pack her bags and advised her on her
upcoming journey.

“He knew what I had to face,” she
said. “He knew where I was going.”

Keller said the prospect of a long
deployment didn’t discourage her.

“I wanted to try and accomplish the
rest of my goal, which was to come to
the service and to serve the Soldiers. I
knew what the Soldiers had to go
through; I saw my sons go through it,
and I wanted to be here to be of service
to them,” she said.

“All the way through basic training
they kept emphasizing that we were
going to be deployed. I was wholeheart-

See MOM, Page 29
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Continued from Page 28

edly engaged with the fact that I was
going to serve my country, one way or
the other,” Keller said. “Whatever my
country expected of me, that’s what I
was going to do.”

While at Fort Stewart, Keller had
another surprise in store for her. On the
rifle range one day, she met the man
who would become her husband.

“I wasn’t looking for anybody to be
my significant other when I got to Fort
Stewart,” she recalled.

Sgt. Kevin Keller was working safe-
ty duty on the range that day, and while
he was helping her adjust the sights on
her rifle, they struck up a friendship.

“He came over to me in the foxhole
and said, “What are you shooting at?’ I
said, ‘The targets, sergeant.” He said,
‘Well, you’re not hitting any of them.’”

After their first meeting, she began
seeing him around the motor pool; she
worked there as a mechanic, and he
worked as a fuel specialist. He was a
sergeant and she was a private first
class, which made a relationship chal-
lenging.

Though they served in separate com-
panies in the same battalion, rules
against such a relationship drew criti-
cism from their leaders. But, Keller
said, the sergeant’s warmth and confi-
dence won her over.

“He said from the first day he met
me, ‘You’re going to marry me.” He was
telling everybody,” she recalled.

There was little time for courtship,
though. Deployed together to Iraq, the
two were stationed here with different
jobs and schedules that prevented them
from seeing much of each other.

Still, their relationship was the cause
of talk, so in January they decided to do
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something about it. Taking leave togeth-
er, they went home to the United States
to get married. Within two days of their
arrival, they were officially husband and
wife. Then, they went back to Iraq.

Serving together as newlyweds has
afforded the two a unique version of
marital bliss. Though they do not share
living quarters and they work different
hours in different places, they enjoy the
moments they do spend together. They
often share meals in the dining facility,
and Keller frequently takes iced tea to
her husband on the job.

Though their marriage so far has
been spent mostly apart while serving in
a combat zone, Keller said, she has not
been disappointed with her deployment.

“I’ve enjoyed everything that I’ve
done,” she said. “T've always felt that
when Soldiers accept me as working
hard and getting them where they need
to be, helping them accomplish their
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mission — that is my reward,” she said.

With her two-year enlistment soon to
be over, Keller said she wanted to re-
enlist, “but Sergeant Keller had other
plans for me,” she said. “He said that
since he was retiring, I would be ‘retir-
ing,” too.”

The couple plans to purchase five
acres of land and build their own house.
Not one to shy away from a challenge,
Keller said she plans to do the work her-
self. Her previous civilian job was as a
carpenter.

Others like her shouldn’t be afraid of
the challenge to serve their country, she
said.

“For anybody over 40 who really
wants to come to the service, there is a
big reward here,” she explained. “You
have to be open-minded; you can’t
come here as your own individual. You
have to be willing to change, and you
have to be willing to serve.”
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Pilots fly Lakota to Sioux powwow

ZACH MORGAN

The Guardian

FORT POLK, La. — Fort Polk’s 5th
Aviation Battalion has been flying the
Army’s new utility helicopter for a
year, and Sept. 22 pilots had a chance
to meet the namesake of their birds, the
Lakota tribe of South Dakota.

The pilots were invited to partici-
pate in the tribe’s annual sun dance, a
traditional religious and cultural cere-
mony that honors warriors and elders
of the Lakota Sioux tribe that lent its
name to the UH-72 light utility heli-
copter.

“They wanted us to bring an aircraft
up there since it was named after them,
so that they could recognize it and
show it off to their people,” said Chief
Warrant Officer Steven Dunn, who par-
ticipated in the mission.

The unit flew two helicopters to
Rosebud, S.D., and displayed them at a
local university and the sun dance cer-
emony. The pilots took the opportunity
to learn more about Lakota culture.
The tribe refers to its veterans as “war-
riors,” and regards them with the same
esteem that their ancestors did cen-
turies ago.

“Even now, when they join one of
the armed forces, in their society they
are considered warriors,” said Chief
Warrant Officer Allen Galbreath, who
also flew to the ceremony.

Today, a main focus of the gathering
is the recognition of veterans.
Galbreath said the pilots were invited
to take part in the ceremony. “At one
point we were in the arena, surrounded
by the tribe. We came in with the

COURTESY PHOTO

A UH-72 Lakota light utility helicopter from Fort Polk, La., flies past Mount Rushmore on its way to the Lakota

powwow in South Dakota.

dancers, who were in full regalia, and
were followed by the veterans. The
dancers kept pouring in; at one point
there were about 300 dancers. It was
wild.” The dancing lasted for hours,
the pilots said.

The pilots came away from the
event impressed with the patriotism of

the Lakota people. “They are probably
some of the most patriotic people you
will ever meet,” said Dunn. “They are
so proud of their traditions and their
people, but they’re proud of their coun-
try. They consider themselves
Americans and part of this country. Are
they still resentful of what happened to

them? Sure they are. They did not for-
get, because it’s handed down through
their families, but they don’t turn their
back on their country.”

Fortunately, the Army was able to
give back to the tribe during this mis-
sion. When the tribal elders mentioned

See POWWOW, Page 31






